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weaker  than   themselves,   were   subject   to   the   same

exactions.    Thev were encouraged in this bv the know-

>-                                                      \j                                            *>

ledge that, although the Contingent was stationed in
scattered cantonments throughout the country, it would
not be employed against them until an enquiry had taken
place and the Nizam's Government had been able to
satisfy the Resident of the " reality of the offence/'
This stipulation occurred in the Treaty of 1800 (Art. 17),
and was intended as a safeguard against the troops being
used for injustice and oppression, This, of course,
meant delay, and the possibility of escape from punish-
ment. In this way the Contingent intended for the pro-
tection of the Nizam's Government and country, whilst
performing its duty in this respect, became the indirect
means of preventing the people from obtaining redress
from their oppression. In former times they would have
found a natural redress in armed revolt led bv their

w

chiefs. The presence, however, of an armed and disci-
plined force prevented this, and, as it could not be used
against their chiefs without enquiry and consequent
delay, they were left to the mercy of those who should
have been their immediate protectors, but who, oppressed
themselves, became their oppressors.

As regards the Nizam, however, there can be no doubt
that he felt a great relief by the removal of Chandoo Lai;
for more than 40 years this old man had been the practical
ruler of the country, and the Nizam and his father had
been puppets in his hands. The Maharajah's policy
had been to maintain himself in power by deferring in
every respect to the wishes of the Government of India,
as represented by the Resident. As Minister with plenary
powers, every part of the administration was in his hands.
Except as a last resource he knew that the British
Government would not interfere in internal matters, and